
Fr Ryan Homily 10/9/22 

Read: 2 Kings 5:14-17; Psalm 98; 2 Timothy 2:8-13; Luke 17:11-19 

   I don’t know if this is true for you, but I find that so often I struggle more with 

simple things then I do with complicated things which is strange I know. You 

would think it would be the opposite but the most simple things, especially doing 

simple things for God, really are a challenge. Because I think sometimes we would 

rather He ask these grand things of us just because we think that’s how it should 

be. Like the more complicated or grand the thing, the more it will matter, the 

bigger impact it will have, the more willing we’ll be able to do it. Here’s what I 

mean, our first reading today is about this man named Naaman but it’s the end of 

his story. So it’s like hearing the punchline without knowing the set up. It starts 

here and it says Naaman plunged into the Jordan River seven times. Okay, why 

did he do that? Well it’s quite a story if you go back because what happened was 

Naaman was a general in Syria. He was a leader in the Syrian army, and they were 

an enemy of Israel and Naaman contracted leprosy. He was a leper and so he was 

gonna die very soon. And Naaman, he owned slaves one of which was a young 

Israelite girl who must have actually respected him, they got along, because she 

said to him you know there’s a profit over in Israel who would be able to heal 

your leprosy. His name is Elisha. And Naaman said yes please, let’s go and find 

him. But remember Naaman is an enemy to Israel so when he petitions the king 

that he would want to come, Israel’s king was like NO. I don’t trust you. This is like 

a pretext for war. You’re just planning something. But Elisha being a prophet of 

the Lord knew that was gonna happen and he sent word to the king – just send 

Naaman to me I’ll take care of it. And so Naaman and one of his servants traveled 

to Israel. They travelled to the house of Elisha thinking oh my goodness, this is 

gonna be amazing. What is Elisha gonna have me do? I’m gonna be healed by 

Israel’s mighty God; it’s gonna be something big. Well Naaman and his servant 

arrive at Elisha’s house, Naaman’s ready to meet this great prophet. Elisha walks 

out, looks Naaman up and down and says go bath seven times in the Jordan River. 

Turns around, walks back into his house. And Naaman is just, he’s furious. Like 

that’s it, come on because he expected Elisha to come out and wave feathered 

rattles and jump up and down and shout to the Heaven’s in cantations and all this 

stuff. Nope bath seven times in the Jordan River. And Naaman, this general, he’s 

so upset by this short meeting with Elisha he just wants to go home. But his 



servant, he says to him wait, if Elisha had asked you to do something difficult, 

wouldn’t you have done it? And he says well yes, I would’ve climbed a mountain. 

He could’ve asked any price of me. All he asked was bath seven times in the 

Jordan, what have you got to lose? So he bathed seven times in the Jordan and 

that’s where the first reading starts. Naaman went down and plunged in the 

Jordan seven times at the word of Elisha, the man of God. His flesh became again 

like the flesh of a little child, and he was cleansed of leprosy. And it ends with him 

saying I know now there’s no other god except the Lord. God asks us to do simple 

things, simple things that will restore spiritual health. Simple things that God says 

would help the entire world. Our prayers, our sacrifices, our offerings. And we 

hear that, and we just go it can’t be – those things are too simple. It can’t be true 

what’s being asked is just too small. And we’re ready to turn and leave and not do 

those things like Naaman was. We ask are you discouraged, are you put off 

because more difficult things aren’t being asked of you? October in the church is 

the month of the rosary. It was in October 1917 that Our Lady appeared to these 

three young shepherd children in Fatima, Portugal. Fatima is one of the most 

amazing events in human history. It changed the course of everything. Mary 

appeared several times to these three children. People heard about this, started 

gathering, thousands of people in this field in Fatima and on the thirteenth of 

October this great miracle happened out there. The sun began to shake and 

dance in the sky, it looked like it was gonna fall, it went back up. 60,000 people 

saw this – Catholic, non-Catholic alike. It made world news. And Mary’s message 

at Fatima to these three children was simple. She said the world is in trouble, 

remember this is 1917, the world is in trouble. So many people have fallen away 

from Jesus, they don’t understand truth and they don’t understand beauty 

anymore. And if people do not convert their hearts, if people don’t pray for the 

conversion of sinners, this is gonna be a terrible century. And yeah in many ways 

it was a terrible century. But without getting into the history of it, Portugal did 

kick out its current government and converted back to the Lord because they took 

the Blessed Mother’s message to heart. And World War II would’ve turned out 

much differently probably if Portugal hadn’t done that, if it hadn’t converted. 

Fatima changed the course of history. Now, the Blessed Mother asked these three 

children to do something really simple like Elisha asked something really simple of 

Naaman. She said I want you to say the rosary every day for world peace and for 

the conversion of sinners and we need to stop committing sins of the flesh which 



offend God so much. That all; that’s all she asked. Simple things: pray, don’t 

offend God and the world is gonna change because of that. Oh come on, how can 

that happen we say. That’s naïve, that’s oversimplifying it. Is it? Or have we seen 

this over and over again that this is precisely how God works through His people. 

That this is how God brings change into the world, big change. Because too often I 

think we sit and we wait for the Lord to ask something really grand, something 

really big from us and then we let go of the simple things, we don’t do them 

because we don’t think they matter. Does it really matter if I am faithful to 

Sunday mass? Does it matter if I do or don’t pray the rosary? What does it matter 

to anybody else what happens in our bedroom? Simple things have big 

consequences. Now if you don’t know about Fatima, there’s several movies out 

there about it. I would recommend one called “The 13th Day”, it’s profound but 

it’s very dark. The 13th Day. The high point of the movie are these government 

officials in Portugal, they take these three shepherd children, these visionaries 

who have seen the Blessed Mother and they begin to question them about this, 

and they tell them if you say this is all a lie perpetrated by the priests, then you’re 

gonna get toys, we’re gonna give your parents good jobs. But if you don’t, they 

literally said to these little kids we’re going to boil you in oil. And one by one they 

took these kids out, they didn’t do anything to them, but they said well now your 

friend is dead. And finally they get to Lucia, the oldest of the three, and the head 

administrator says to this little kid if you don’t deny that this happened, we’re 

gonna kill you. And this little girl, tough as nails, she’s been working since she was 

four, she looked at this guy and said I’d rather die first. And the world changed 

then all because three little kids refused to tell a lie. Most people would wanna 

save their skin but these one’s must have had really good parents. We’ll tell a lie 

because we don’t wanna be impolite. Right, she wouldn’t tell a lie to save her life 

and it changed the world. Simple thing - don’t lie. So, what do I really want you to 

take away from all of this. God asked Naaman through the prophet Elisha to do 

something really simple. Mary asked these three shepherd children to do 

something really simple. God asks us to do something really simple. We struggle 

and we don’t do it. I struggle because we look out at our world, and we see that 

there’s still a lot of trouble out there. We see what our culture has become, and I 

think we get frustrated that God keeps asking us to do very simple things. Be 

faithful to mass, pray the rosary, don’t misuse the gift of sexuality, teach your kids 

it’s never okay to lie, things like that. And we hear that, and we go come on Lord, 



when are you gonna shake things up? When are you gonna do something big, 

something grand? When are you gonna show yourself, I’m tired of the simple 

stuff. But that simple stuff that we wanna walk away from is what sets the world 

on fire. Those things are how God fights through His people so trust in the simple 

things. We want the Lord to do something really big through us but we’re never 

gonna see that coming if we’re not faithful to Him first in the simple things. So do 

the simple things faithfully. There’s that saying all that’s needed for evil to 

triumph is for the good to do nothing. Do you know why the good do nothing? Do 

you know why the good say nothing now a days? A lot of times because it’s 

impolite, we just don’t wanna be rude. It’s not impolite, it might be perceived that 

way but who cares. It’s not impolite to tell the truth. It’s a simple thing to tell 

someone the truth and we get scared with that; I know believe me. You wanna 

change the world? You wanna be a voice in this culture? Don’t be afraid to tell the 

truth to people. The truth about who they are. The truth about who we are. You 

know we’ve lost our minds in this culture all for the sake of being polite to people 

because we wanna be nice. But trust that God is with you. You’re on His side, 

keep Him in your heart and move forward. You know this week, you wanna know 

how to bring change into the world? Simple thing, tell people the truth. Start with 

yourself and then others. Pray, be faithful to God. And those simple things work 

because they’re God’s weapons. They’re not ours, they’re His. If God asked us to 

do something complicated, perhaps we would do it. He's asked us to do 

something simple. Let’s trust His ways. 

Amen 


